Narrative vita:  Elizabeth S. “BJ” McConnell

Elizabeth S. “BJ” McConnell has spent her entire career in the field of Prevention Education.  She is a Deputy Director for Education for D.A.R.E. America. In this role she assists a team of experts in the creation and updating of D.A.R.E.’s educational materials.  She coordinates both the Education and Scientific Advisory Boards whose guidance is so valuable to D.A.R.E. America.  Additionally, BJ participates in many corporate and community evaluations of the D.A.R.E. programs.
Previously BJ :

*worked for the U.S. Department of Justice, US Attorney’s Office in the Middle District of Florida.  

*served for ten years as Executive Director of the Mendez Foundation—a national drug education organization.

*was a member of the National Commission for Drug Free Schools and Communities.  

* worked for the White House Conference for a Drug Free America. 

* served as a panelist for the Department of Education in the development of guidelines for drug education.  

A native of Pennsylvania who received her undergraduate and graduate degrees from the University of Florida, BJ was there in the beginning and has worked with hundreds of schools, communities and law enforcement agencies assisting the implementation of prevention efforts.  She has been on the Today Show, in numerous documentaries and works closely with the Department of Education, the Drug Enforcement Administration and other prevention agencies.

Most importantly, BJ and her husband are dealing with the opportunities found in raising two young adults…

