National Dance Organization Celebrates the First

“National Dance Day” on July 31

Los Angeles,  CA – July 30, 2010 – Amidst the oil spill and all the other turmoil of today’s news, people are looking for positive news. National Dance Day is coming on July 31st ! And national dance organization catering to at-risk youth is among the Americans celebrating.

“National Dance Day” calls to attention tens of thousands of professional dancers and dance enthusiasts in the United States. These dancers and choreographers fuel a large part of the arts scene in American history. These include:

· Dancers perform in a variety of settings, including opera, musical theater, and other musical productions, and may present folk, ethnic, tap, jazz, or other popular kinds of dance. 
· Dancers also perform in television, movies, music videos, and commercials, in which they may sing and act. Dancers most often perform as part of a group, although a few top artists perform solo.
· In 2008, there were over 30,000 people in the US alone who identified themselves as professional dancers or choreographers

· Median annual wages of salaried choreographers were $38,520 in May 2008. The middle 50 percent earned between $25,320 and $55,360. 
· Median annual wages were $37,570 in “other schools and instruction,” the North American Industry Classification System category that includes dance studios and schools.
Jill Roberts, Director of D.A.R.E. Dance in Los Angeles, says that National Dance Day is a holiday that is long overdue.  “The dancers and choreographers we are privileged to work with are enormously talented and many of them are underutilized,” said Roberts. “We are thrilled to work with professional dancers and bring their artistic gifts to underserved kids in at-risk locations across the United States and are ecstatic that there is now a National holiday to recognize their hard work and talent.” 

Other facts about dancers include these facts:
· Due to the rigors of dance, many dancers stop performing by their late thirties, but some remain in the field as choreographers, dance teachers, or artistic directors.
· Choreographers create original dances and develop new interpretations of existing dances. They work in theaters, dance schools, dance and movie studios, and at fashion shows, and are involved in auditioning performers for dance parts
· Most dancers begin formal training at an early age—between 5 and 15—and many have their first professional audition by age 17 or 18; becoming a choreographer usually requires years of experience.

· Dancers and choreographers face intense competition; only the most talented find regular work.

· Earnings from dancing are usually low because employment is irregular; dancers often supplement their income.
· The BLS’s Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2008-09 Edition projects that jobs for professional dancers will grow by about 6-percent through the year 2016. At a 6-percent growth, jobs for professional dancers will grow more slowly than the average for all occupations in the US. This means that competition for dance jobs should increase in the coming years.

Founded in 1990, DARE Dance PUT SHORT BLURB HERE.

About National Dance Day

As part of his commitment to support dance education and physical fitness in the United States, Nigel Lythgoe is launching National Dance Day on "So You Think You Can Dance." National Dance Day will take place on July 31, 2010 and will include a variety of dance-themed activities for people of all ages. It will empower, challenge and inspire everyone to try various styles of dance ranging from hip-hop to ballroom to anything that moves. Above all, it will encourage everyone to DANCE as a means to stay fit and be healthy.
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